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LITERARY GUILD—OCTOBER SELECTION 


Feuchtwanger, Lion. Proud Destiny. Viking. Sept. 
625p. $3.50. 


With his eclectic instinct for things historical Lion 
has veered from antique Rome and recent 
the mise scéne Bourbon France the 
quarter the Eighteenth Century. France 
with the old authority gone. The despotic “L’Etat c’est 
once grandiloquently rolled from the lips the 
Louis, exemplar the Divine Right Kings, 
faded now bleating vacillation the uncertain 
accents his corpulent successor, Louis 
has come Paris the person Marie Antoinette, the 
princess playing with her coterie shepherds 
shepherdesses the gilt-edged rusticity Trianon. 
rabelaisian populace, formerly silent under Louis XIV, 
grumbling under Louis XV, now openly roars its 
shouts its ribald songs and demonstrates 
its raucous disapproval the court. Across the 
was the ancient enemy, England, has her hands full with 
the who have dared declare 
their independence tyrant’s suzerainty. The French 
pot simmering. The upheaval overseas wil! 
ald the catalysts prepared advance Montes- 
wieu, Buffon, the Encyclopeedists and above all the 
destruction, Voltaire, that will cause 


Destiny, aptly subtitled Arms for America, recapitu- 
ates from the European point view the various stens 
thereby the Colonies concluded the alliance mutual 


There the conflict Benjamin Franklin with 


his simple Aesop philosophy breaking through the com- 
plexities Bourbon protocol the one hand and 
the other his patient bearing with the narrow, blockheaded 
prejudices and suspicions his supposed aide, Arthur 
Lee. Marie Antoinette conflict pleasure 
versus expense, maintaining prestige among her wittier 
friends the Lilac Coterie, being Queen and amateur 
actress and the same time spurring Louis the 
American alliance because the Coterie’s pressure upon 
her. Louis torn between the scruples forcing him 
postpone the minor operation that will enable him 
present the Kingdom with heir and his own and the 
people’s desire for Dauphin; the instigation 
Hapsburg, Marie Antoinette’s brother and Holy Roman 
Emperor, finally yields the scalpel only faced 
with demands his ministers and his people that 
despatch armies and gold the aid the rebels 
America; the Queen too, urging him revoke his in- 
junction against the production Beaumarchais’ Marriage 
For Pierre Caron Beaumarchais, the 
lard, man many resources for extricating himself 
from any and every perpetual struggle 
against debt and his creditors, against Congress reluctant 
for the revolutionaries else complicated intrigue 
produce his Marriage Figaro despite the King’s prohi- 
bition. 


Franklin and Beaumarchais form the central plot the 
narrative about which are placed the glittering sidelights 
Louis and Toinette, Joseph and states- 
man and the dramatist are both very versatile and very 
witty each his own manner, but there semblance 
ceases; the one peaceful and homely, expressing himself 
parables and homilies weighted with wisdom 


‘ 
| 


Feuchtwanger Williams 


while the other tempestuous and elegant, satisfied only 


with the coruscations his own wit. 


Beaumarchais fact, epitomizes France the fading 


the century. he, the son watchmaking com- 
moner, who crashes his artistic way through the tradi- 
tional hierarchy caste, destroying goes. Out 
nothing creates the firm Hortalez expedite arms 
America while the Office Foreign Affairs blinks its 
eyes his manouevres. intrigues with Vergennes, 
Louis’ Minister, for rehabilitation noble, title 
had gained and lost series messy lawsuits; finally 
composes the Marriage Figaro the crowning lampoon 
against the aristocracy. Weak, vain, mercuric, courageous, 
headlong his undertakings, sincere lover 
trumpeter his own praises, defeats the scheming 
his coldly calculating pseudo-friend and creditor Lenor- 
mant, the aristocrat. His Barber Seville and his The 
Marriage Figaro are the only plays that will survive 
that dramatically barren epoch, Voltaire and his tragedies 
not excepted. 

Franklin symbolizes the ways mature wisdom and 
deep experience the human animal. 
with man Beaumarchais’ temperament, neverthe- 
less admits the sincerity the latter’s efforts assist his 
cause. Scientific rather than artistic, prefers pave 
the road ideal glory with great blocks empiric fact. 
the rage Paris. Women wear his picture their 
portrait. Houden sculptures bust him. Doctor 
honoris causa, meets the French people their own 
ground and wins their hearts. 


Louis alone, strange may sound for such dilatory, 
ineffectual character, seems see further than Beau- 
marchais and Figaro, further than Franklin and the 
ance, possessed some fateful foreboding the 
blood-oath 1789. However, Feuchtwanger who 
makes the essential connection between Doctor Franklin 
and Figaro the words Lenormant Maurepas, the 
King’s mentor: “History has harnessed them together (i.e., 
Doctor Franklin and They belong together like 
war and pestilence.” 
This more than historical novel the adventure- 
some sense the term. contains analysis human 
minds and hearts and human circumstances together with 
clear portrayal the interplay Providence and the 
human will the shaping the destinies nations and 
individuals. The plot intricately and firmly knit 
together and the reasoning beneath subtle and 
strong Though Lion Feuchtwanger 
may have put more himself into the interpretation 
his characters than warranted the facts history, 
nonetheless Proud Destiny his finest piece work 
date, good and better than Josephus, “must” for 
everyone interested the period, for all who like their 
historical fiction consist more than mere scratch- 
ing the superficies the past. 

University Scranton 


* * 
Williams, Ben Ames. House Divided. Houghton, 
Mifflin. Sept. 1514p. $5.00. 


time rising prices and continued paper shortage 


Best 


produce lengthy the present. However 
charge, running extensive promotional campaign 
hoping for the best. goes without saying that this 
Mr. Williams’ most ambitious book; may not cop. 
sidered his best but competent writer and 
steady reading clientele from past books that the 
item should fairly well spite its length. 
Divided study the Civil War from the 
viewpoint during the period 1859-1865—of the day 
day life the members aristocratic Virginia family 
the efect upon them when they discover blood 
tionship President Lincoln, the black monster whom 
the South considers responsible for the Civil War, th: 
impact the war upon different individuals and 
different classes, the horror and futility 
not only psychological study individuals but 
day record their lives during the War between 
States. 

Beginning with short prologue 
the secret and illicit relationship Anthony 
weakling young Virginia aristocrat, with Lucy 
pioneer family which resulted Nancy Hank 
the mother Abraham Lincoln, the book divided 
three main and approximately the 
from 1859-1862, the second, 1862-1863, the third, 
1865. the first section the author lays the 
for his characters and for the Civil War. The 
are proud family—Mrs. Currain, whose husband, 
Anthony, had long since passed on, Tony, Trav 
and Faunt, the three sons, Cinda and Tilda, the daughter 
They hold extensive plantations Virginia and Nor 
Carolina, they own slaves but treat them considerate! 
and responsibly, their way life that the wealth 
land-owning aristocrat, they know nothing their father 
folly which placed Currain blood Lincoln’s 
short they are presented family typical the uppe 
class the Southland. The genesis the Civil War 
developed with Northern Abolitionists and cotton 
ing fire-eaters the Deep South given equal blame 
evoking misunderstanding their intransigent and 
voking attitudes and speeches. Slavery and economics 
given some role but the major provoking factor was 
Southern insistence States’ rights opposed 
Northern position the inviolability the Union. 


Tony Currain, now fiftyish, has been weakling 
life. Never having married has enjoyed the 
easily achieved under the conditions his way lif 
has permitted the main Currain plantation Gre 
Oaks deteriorate while enjoyed his mistress, 
Albion. Travis, staid, unemotional, stodgy lover 
land has settled Chimneys which has built into 
productive unit and where has gained the respect 
friendship his neighbors, mostly small farmers. 
married Enid, flighty, wilful daughter 
Albion, incomprehensible who knows not 
wants but only knows that she discontent. 
the book Enid makes life miserable for the 
ing Travis. Faunt lives alone Belle Vue, 
idler, lost self-pity after the tragic death wife 
child. Cinda has married Brett Dewain, financier 
family, and they have led full, normal and good life: 
Plains and Richmond. Their children Clayton, Bur 
Vesta and Julian are either married ready for 
Tilda has married Redford Streean, the urban 
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the rural poor-white, pushing, scheming, niggling, 
minor politician. She has become jealous 
yoman, discontented her marriage, envious her more 
relatives, devoted her spoiled children, Dar- 
blackguard, and Dolly, witless, wilful flirt. The 
then proceeds develop the reactions the Cur- 
the war—recognition its evil and futility, desire 
avoid it, justified umbrage what they considered 
Northern interference and ignorance, and then sad ideal- 
the situation worsened and ail prepared play 
their roles. For brief period, under the stimulus 
command, Tony became man but after 
enlistment forsook the army for the safety and soli- 
Chimneys where his deterioration continued until 
ended with slave girl partial Currain parentage. 
enlisted but fought only desultorily; Trav became 
officer for General Longstreet; Brett joined 
the artillery; Clayton, Burr and Julian enlisted 
various capacities. The first section ends with Great 
Oaks and Belle Vue Yankee hands, the Currains having 
evacuated Richmond just after they had discovered, 
nefarious Lincoln. All were downcast the discovery 
that they were related this man whom everyone con- 
blackguard responsible for the war. 


Southern history the second section deals with 
the period following the first stemming the Union drive 
Richmond and the initial Southern victories the 
dimactic defeat Gettysburg. The third section carries 
from that point Appomatox and the ending the 
war. The South never could set cohesive govern- 
ment with power levy taxes and make war—individual 
sates insisted their rights and took their own 
the central government had little policy, poor financial 
practices and bad judgment. Slowly the rich procured 
for themselves and the common men, who 
had nothing stake, were kept fight the 
graft, politics, favoritism, selfishness, profiteer- 
these flourished the home front and sapped 
the streneth the Confederate Armies until their final 
doom, under the weight Northern production, was 
matter time. Through all the Currains played their 
roles, influenced now their knowledge blood ties 
the monster whom all considered responsible for the war. 
Tony, taking cynical view, retained his slave girl-para- 
mour and finally, gathering what Currain assets could, 
fled New Orleans where became Union politician. 
Faunt, angered the revelation and Yankee desecra- 
tion his loved ones’ graves, became relentless guerilla, 
killing Yankees any and all means. took Nel! 
Albion his mistress but finally killed her and died with 
her when discovered that she was Yankee 
was spurred feats military valor the knowledge 
but the furnace war gradually came realize that 
Lincoln must honest man acting his convictions 
and therefore worthy blame. served honorably 
with Longstreet, the Southern general most eulogized 
the author, throughout the war and then returned 
Chimneys with Enid. Enid’s story too complicated for 
review here—she has been unfaithful Trav their 
marriage still stands, albeit shakily, and, though the 
author devotes major attention their relationship, 
remains vague and unexplained. 


with Redford Streean and gloried the position given 
his increasing wealth speculator and profiteer. 


How- 


Duncan 


ever she gradually began perceive him his true light 
and, after refusing desert the South when wished 
escape with his profits, she left him return her family. 
She developed into efficient organizer hospital and 
relief work into which she poured her energy. Both her 
children made bad ends—Darrell lynching and Dolly 
paramour blockade runner. Cinda remained stead- 
fast, usually Richmond, throughout the war. She suf- 
fered most keenly the lot. her fear for Brett’s safety 
was added her fear for her sons, all whom served, and 
her fear for the other Currains. Accustomed dealing 
with home and family, she knew little war and 
politics and national events but she came perceive the 
weak spots the Southern way life and although she 
and Brett sacrificed fortune and children for the Con- 
federacy still they acknowledged its faults and hoped 
begin again the Union. After preliminary despising 
Lincoln Cinda came respect and even love him when 
secured the release wounded Julian who had been 
imprisoned. With Clayton dead and Julian maimed they 
back Plains for fresh start story’s end. 


House Divided long and discursive not uninterest- 
ing long stories are packed with minutiae 
and detail but therein lies its major contribution. Mr. 
Williams has added little nothing new the general 
picture the Civil War. What has done however 
give day day picture the lives led the mem- 
bers typical family, lives that reflected the changing 
fortunes the South the war. tracing the activities 
each character group characters has given 
detailed picture life Richmond and the Southern 
Armies that not without merit. The background ma- 
terial seems excellently and authentically done. 
The story told almost entirely from the Southern view- 
point. Faunt and Tony alone are adversely affected 
the knowledge Lincoln’s general the 
attitudes expressed throughout the book are correct and 
there quarrel with most them. The 
the Civil War and its causes are matters which only 
experts can judge the military lore, both tactical and 
strategical, which the book abounds. War general 
abhorred, its genesis laid politicians and statesmen 
with the common man being the major victim. The evils 
war, both the actual fighting and home, are de- 
finitely portrayed. general, the book seems worth read- 
ing though several factors, such Tony’s, Faunt’s, Dolly’s 
and Darrell’s conduct, render suitable only for adults. 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—SEPTEMBER 
SELECTION 


Duncan, Thomas Gus the Great. 
Sept. 17, $3.50. 


twilight old things abandoned and blue with the 
mists memory, elderly man threads tiredly among 
the ruins former glory. His name Augustus Howard 
Tamarack, erstwhile blooming me- 
tropolis the Middle-West, where once Burgoyne and 
Pawpacker’s Great 3-Ring Circus was wont make its 
quarters for the winter. Something furtive the move- 
ments the lonely figure hints the incognito his 
mission. Cautiously, avoids blind old man living 
the last the broken houses, man who hearing the 
sound the-visitor calls softly the name “Eloise”. Quietly, 
Burgoyne hides deserted barn, lowers his bulk 


Lippincott. 


| 


oO 


Marshall 


thin pile hay and dreams inch-thick steaks with the 
juice seared inside. The year 1938. 

Thus fifteen pages Thomas Duncan lays the setting 
and the situation toward which the next 687 pages are 
pointed. The origin, rise and fall the fortunes Gus 
Burgoyne weave like tangled golden thread through 
generation almost sixty years knotting together the 
multi-colored characters and events that come within its 
touch. 

size and scope, perhaps also intent, Gus the Great 
epic. The treatment though, episodic and epic 
can stand alone episode. time-shuttling technique 
shifts the reader from prologue back 1920 when Gus 
signs Lily and Ned Sebastian, acrobats, and later Captain 
Latcher, lion-and-tiger tamer, together with the latter’s 
mistress, Mabel Swanson, and also the Willie 
the Burgoyne circus. Time reverts then the City 
Tamarack 1890, city budding under the grasping and 
miserly hands the financial wizard Samuel Oxen- 
ford, whose daughter Gus eventually marries. Gus’ news- 
paper career rehearsed the year 1904 with sidelights 
simple-minded Flora Oxenford’s chasing Gus until 
catches her and, incidentally, together with her, the Oxen- 
ford money. here that Gus meets Carlotta Leslie, 
first the only two real loves life studded with 
several muted but nevertheless unlawful affairs. Back 
again Gus’ forbears, principally Gus’ mother, 
Doll Burgoyne, lovely, good-hearted girl who 1880, 
has her doubts whether Gus was fathered Howard 
Clancy, railroad fireman, Augustus Phelan, rail- 
road white-collar man, doubt which gives rise the 
nomenclature Augustus Howard. Gus learns printing 
the Clayton Junction Tribune. eighteen goes 
work Tamarack for the Beacon, larger paper where 
becomes City Editor 1902. His transition from news- 
paper circus comes about through Oxenford who has 
taken Funland Park into receivership and has allowed 
Flora talk him into hiring Gus manager. 


There switch again Ivan Pawpacker, genius 
the judgment horseflesh, and his mismarriage 
Georgiana Kelvin, portrait the last and most loath- 
some type southern belle. Funland Park, Molly the 
elephant, the birth and death the Burgoyne’s only 
daughter, Barbara, gamblers and gillies and trouble 
1912, the 1917 partnership with Pawpacker, the Sebastian’s 
death and Pawpacker’s adoption Eloise, all cover 
territory replete with incident, and jerky 
places, but not until this point has been reached that 
the narrative finally finds focus and carries the reader with 
the sweep its last 300 pages. 


Willie Krummer re-appears, kills Captain Latcher and 
usurps both his position and, after some difficulty, his 
then lawful wife. Georgiana tries torture Eloise out 
the Pawpacker household accidentally and—to 
the killed for her sadism. Gus muti- 
lates Willie, now the Baron Otto Von 
throwing the light switch while the pseudo-Baron alone 
the practice cage with his cats. Gus absconds with the 
circus funds and with Marybelle, Krummer’s abused and 
beaten spouse, the same who had once Latcher’s 
mistress and wife, events leading climactic ending 
that ties with and clarifies the beginning. Because the 
melodrama notably absent, these pages reveal intense 


writing worthy outstanding book this style 
fiction. 


unfortunate that most readers will find the 
technique difficult follow. There too much 
laying the plot piece piece the 
harmonious colors mosaic, the author has 
jig-saw wise from top bottom and from side 
Then too, certain lack proportion manifests itself 
the meticulous pursuit the background and 
all even the most minor characters. 
doubt, this does sharpen the actions the cast, 
the broken manner presentation dulls the elge 
effect. Latcher, Krummer, Marybelle (nee Mabel 
son) are taken and made explicable only after th: 
passing four hundred jam-packed which the 
hardly appear the Sebastians, 
Leslie and Frank MacGowan also suffer from the 
occurring their delineation. this method Gus 
self, loses some the cumulative effect that the 
his great-bellied, roaring energy should produce. 


The book takes its title from portrait painted Gus 
Alex Kerry, promising young artist traveling with 
circus. reveals the character the man and figures 
the conclusion his all his flaws, Gus, 
whether his story will achieve greatness 
spite the fact extremely well written, good 
for the most part with delicate softening its fey 
indelicate situations and recommendable adults 


reading recreation. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D, 
University Scranton 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—AUGUST 
CO-SELECTION 
(With Trevor-Roper’s Last Days Hitler) 


Marshall, Bruce. Vespers Vienna. Houghton, 
Mifflin. Aug. 13, 1947. 280p. $2.75. 
Readers Bruce Marshall’s Father Malachy’s 


The World, the Flesh and Father Smith and 
Tapers for Paris will remember that the author 
blending fantasy, satirical wit, realism and didacticism 
his tales. Vespers Vienna has all the elements 
the blend, except fantasy—although some the 
described this novel post-war Vienna are fantastic 
enough. 

Vespers Vienna the story Colonel Nicobar, 
one-armed relic World War who suddenly calle! 
from comfortable billet Rome help administer the 
British Zone Vienna. him Senior 
Quail, willowy and wiggly British WAC, Major Twingo, 
good officer, romantic, and Sergeant Moonlight, 
professional soldier who Colonel 
Vienna the Colonel quartered the Convent the 
Daughters the Holy Ghost and assigned counter 
intelligence work among the displaced persons. 

For awhile the novel moves along two parallel 
the convent, and life the army headquarters. Both 
are admirably handled. Bruce Marshall knows his 
astical interiors; the insides convents and rectories and 
the insides the soul. Colonel Nicobar, 
decent chap the old school, gradually comes love 
the nuns. 


argues length with Rev. Mother 
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about all the problems war and death and evil the 
and tries, like gentleman, respond the nuns’ 
charity and courtesy. Some the most provocative parts 
the book are contained the conversations between the 
Colonel and the Reverend Mother the failure Chris- 
the world today. This amiable controversy 
reaches its climax toward the end the book when 
Reverend Mother cadges ride British Army plane 
Rome where she hopes persuade the Pope meet 
the Colonel’s objections. The Pope’s answer constitutes 
one the shortest, quietest and best comments how 
reform the world found our now considerable 


one-world commentary. 


the meantime the Colonel also occupied with his 
oficial duties and Quail and Twingo pursue romance. 
The Colonel’s immediate superior brash and almost 
brainless Brigadier whose busy incompetence partly ex- 
plains how and why the Russians manage dominate 
their allies many inter-allied 
with the pro-Tito, left-wing orientation the So- 
calist government home, and the anti-British actions 


the communists Vienna frustrated man. The 
political tangle further complicated the presence 
many “dim bulbs” among the 


the description this stupidity, and the social life 
the officers’ club, affords much the humor the book. 
Sometimes one reminded Wodehouse, some- 
times Evelyn Waugh, depending whether Mr. Mar- 
shall displaying his “dim bulbs” his fancy young men 
British cafe society. 


Quail and Twingo provide both the romance and the 
Twingo falls love with Maria Buhlen, 
Volksdeutsche girl dancer whom the nuns are hiding 


There are tense moments when the 
Russians search the convent, but Maria successfully 
out the British Zone. Quail, love with 
Twingo, complains sympathetic Colonel Blinker, who 
informs the Russians Maria’s than 
recaptured the Russians, Maria shoots herself and 
dies Twingo’s arms. This pathetic romance 
not without symbolic value. Maria may taken for the 
Central European people who have been betrayed 
Russia through the stupidity and ill will the Colonel 
Blinkers and Miss Quails. 

Vespers Vienna concludes, ironically, with the promo- 
tion Colonel Nicobar for certain involuntary mistakes 
which are interpreted signs genius. The book has 
wit and brilliant satire post-war life 
and thought, but also mellow 
recommended for general reading. 

Francis Connolly, 
New York City 


fom the Russians. 


Bourne, Peter. Drums Destiny. Putnam. Sept. 


15,1947. 570p. $3.00. 


the fateful period world history just after the suc- 
cessful American Revolution had resulted the creation 
famous republic, the United States America, two 
other revolutions resulted the formation republics, 
both which evolved into empires, each which turned 
The revolutions 
and the empires were related, the final republics evolving 
One was the French Revolution 


Bourne 


Q9 


with its resultant Napoleonic Empires and finally the 
French Republics. The other was the Haiti 
with the Empire under Dessalines, the subsequent King- 
dom under Christophe and finally the Haitian 
Haiti, colony France and Spain, was the scene 
successful Negro revolt against the barbarity 
and the practices European colonization and 
tion. Haiti arose for the first time the Wester 
world successful government and Negroes, gov- 
ernment which, for time, promised give Negro 
nation equality with others but one which finally crashed 
through the tyranny its head. This the story accord- 
ing Peter Bourne who tells the account the life 
young Scottish doctor Haiti. 


When Duncan Stewart learned that his mother’s death 
his birth had been due his father’s miserly refusal 
send for doctor resolved become physician him- 
self and spend his efforts the cure others 
memory his the age seven ran away 
from his father’s cruelty and had the good fortune 
taken into the family Thomas Anderson, successful 
London physician, who found Peter the son and 
cessor for whom had hoped. Shortly before finishing 
his medical training became Margaret 
Anderson, his foster When discovered Mar- 
garet flirtation with French ref killed the 
Frenchman fit passion and fled London secretly. 
chance landed ship bound for Haiti where 
again chance and the insistence Touissaint 
ture began practice medicine among the neglected 
Negro slaves, his first patient being the young slave, Henri 
Christophe, whose life saved. The French planters 
and colonials ostracized him and his existence was pre- 
carious one but “Ti Rouge” became famous among 
the Negroes and won their affection because treated 
them human beings pursuance his vow aid the 
sick wherever possible. 

For years Duncan Stewart lived Haiti 
the whites with his only friends being Touissaint 
ture and the industrious young Henri Christophe who 
not only labored buy his freedom but studied 
ways the whites the interests the advancement 
his own people. Then came the long years revolt 
when whites, mulattoes and Negroes fought over 
luxuriant island bathing blood and barbarity. Through 
all Duncan moved with his two Negro friends, the only 
accomplished physician the Negro Army. After years 
struggle Haiti tore itself away from France and even 
Napoleon’s armies under were unable subdue 
completely again. With the revered Touissaint removed 
from control French treachery Haiti seemed about 
return the Gallic orbit but Dessalines and Christophe 
checked that gambit and empire was set under the 
cruel and despotic Dessalines. After his death Henri was 
chosen chief government but was hampered 
mulatto-drawn constitution which deprived him real 
power. With portion the army set kingdom 
Haiti while the rest remained republic. 

Duncan, Henri’s friend and advisor, prospered with 
the latter and seemed achieve measure happiness 
and content with the regained Phoebe, his mulatto mis- 
tress. Henri revived the trade and prosperity the island 
attempt strengthen his kingdom against the con- 
tinuous threat further French domination. His fear 
the French under the divided status his beloved Haiti 
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became obsession and drove his people redoubled 
efforts fortify the country and produce for export 
order gain wealth which could used for arms and 
security. who had desired freedom and the de- 
velopment his people became tyrant and drove them 
inexorably the his schemes and ambitions. 
the building his impregnable citadel Ferriere 
killed thousands; murdered his self-appointed Arch- 
bishop; his cruelty friends and supporters when they 
live expectat ions alienated them. Revolt 
spread against him just the when accident 
had partially paralyzed him and prevented his active 
participation its suppression. Deserted all save 
Duncan chose suicide while Duncan escaped Amer- 
ica find real happiness with Jean Anderson, his foster- 
sister and major love. 


novel whose scenes cover 

times well written 
vision and fair characteriza- 
well 


Drums Destiny panorami 
period almost fifty years 
with swift action, 


penetrating 


tion. The opening twenty-five pages are especially 
done. However most the bock bogged down 
details and, times, becomes exceedingly boresome. The 


sweep the action lost and the scenes are unrelated 
the general thread the story. Only expert could 
vouch for the accuracy the historical background with 
which, though general follows the lines accepted 
history, one suspects that the author might have taken 
some liberties. such liberty and seeming error 
speaks Jesuit ministration when actually they had 
removed from the island 1763, before the onset the 
story. There certain amount suggestive sexuality 
the book well several scenes brutality and the 
immorality Duncan and his mistress. the whole 
does not seem very good book and, while 
not entirely unsuitable for adults, there real reason 
recommend any great extent. 
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Gibbs, Hamilton. Little, Brown. 


Sept. 10, 1947. 346p. 


After World War British Major Jack Wainwright, twice 
wounded, twice decorated (with limp, cork hand, and 
two medals prove it), disgusted with War and 
effects, withdraws with his wife, Muriel, quiet isolation 
the village Little Minchen. his daughter, 
Minchen, born. three parts, the story opens with 
the meeting Wainwright and Cpl. Bill Thatcher, 
American paratrooper, outside the former’s cottage. In- 
vited within, Thatcher greeted Muriel with tea and 
kindly conversation. this and subsequent visits the 
Major, from the armchair speak, volubly theorizes 
the desirability for peace and the utter futility War, 
Bill assails his own generation for 
having failed recognize the opportune moment for the 
establishment World Government. His diatribes de- 
velop into invective and mild ridicule against the motives 
British politicians, democratic institutions has 
known them, time-worn traditions, army practice, 
nationalism, international distrust. 


Where the Major Eton, Oxford and empty past, 
Thatcher Dartmouth, post graduate music 
and dream the “someday” when will compose and 
conduct. Though Wainwright protests that soldier has 
only death, mutilation the mutilation the 


Gibbs 


Best 


mind his immediate future, and thus forfeits the 
marry, Bill and Minchen prior the 
sudden, secret departure the D-Day invasion th; 


Continent. Part concerned with Minchen’s 


this blow, her father’s 


against despair, spite his own fatalistic point viey 
the amputation two 


Bill’s return 


fingers and his dramatic submission the bitter inevitable 
entation changed 


Part III continues with his reori 
cumstances, his indi the approaching birth 
his child for its own sake, but his complete realization 

responsibility Minchen refusal take the easy 
out returning America when 
The latter part needlessly prolonged afford 
the Major means further communicate his 


Bill, and the author occasion for further 
depicting the exaggerated concern Wainwright 


Thatcher for Minchen’s welfare before and during 


child’s birth. 
The scene confined peaceful Little 
shifting occasion nearby points. The author’s 


picture the happy domesticity life the 


complete with Frankie the lovable yellow 
with his skill the 

depths stench and death and 
War. Outstanding protagoni 
right, c 


cottage, 
through the searing 
and greed that are part 
this small cast Major Wainw 
free-thinking idealist, and through him 
Gibbs speaks out. Thatcher average yout 
combination too many conflicting characteris 

tional and developed musical talent variance wit 
his generally manner expression. 
men the constant, use profanity weaker 
rather than strengthens the force their 
Muriel and Minchen give each quiet, bolstering unde 
standing and the latter, pianist, takes command 
ing Bill’s thoughts future compatible with his 
ambition. Minor characters are well drawn, 
cabby and Dr. Merivale who reminds Bill that 
have found out France that the last analysis 
things are the hands God, however much 
fool ourselves the contrary” from which develop 
though the point not sufficiently understood, that 
himself incapable ordering the universe his 
desires, spite his wish so. 


marci reade 


argument 


pre-chapt inserts either the author’s 
language borrowings from widely circulated 
tions are stark reminders the indifference the 
the majority the unjust, hypocritical practices 
have come tolerated the accepted way life. 
mention few: Southern lynchings, war arms profite 
displaced children, the Dinner October, 
(with partridge flown from starving 
bitterness and confusion mind Mr. Gibbs very 
applies free and interpretation events 
suit his purpose; includes “Vatican crusade 
list flagrantly warlike acts illustrati 
the failure nations keep the peace 


War the author often sweeping his 
while one will dispute that army life unnatural 
undesirable for any “normal this, itself, 
sufficient argument against war since regimentation 
its associated evils inescapable when normal men 


outward effort encourage 


Minchen, 


regde 
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harmony one with the other. this and similar 
observations the author implies that, general, man has 
control over his natural instincts times stress 
and war. 
This “timely and compelling novel”, the blurb has it, 
primarily intended pibroch for peace. Its thesis, 
Major Wainwright declares, “that the waging 
peace million times more important than the waging 
application the principles contained the Four 
doms possible and necessary for this generation 
achieve. That man sufficient himself bring this 
about must, unfortunately, interpreted. reader 
would infer that Christianity has failed (rather than in- 
nominal Christians) that organized church 
any kind “moribund”, unnecessary and not integral 
living (pp. 74, 214, 251) and that prayer, even 
the “last analysis” unmanly and useless (pp. 231, 
329). the latter case, however, “there are two schools 
thought the efficacy prayer”; but obvious 
these Mr. Gibbs has designated his char- 


acte 
Gibbs who was born England but now 
American citizen, addressing himself youth, espe- 
dally American youth, continues write the vein 
Sounding and Gun Fodder. Because the objections 
mentioned above Way Life not recommended im- 
mature readers but, with little perception, adults will 
not misled. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Canada 


Doubleday. 


Lofts, Norah. Silver Nutmeg. 
368p. $3.00. 


the seventeenth century the Dutch developed one 
their earliest the East Indies, monopoly 
carefuily controlled the Netherlands East Indies Com- 
pany for the not only the planters 
but the investing directors, snug their Holland homes. 
The nutmeg was the source this and Miss Lofts 
has placed the seat its cultivation the island 
Banda where are laid the scenes her story romance 
and adventure seventeenth century Dutch 
The villains the piece are the slaves who revolt and 
the English who are trying, from headquarters estab- 
nearby islands, break the monopoly 


When Piet Odshoorn, Captain Company ship, arrives 
Banda Neira meets his long-lost half-brother, Evert 
Haan, who has become the most popular, wealthy and 
successful the nutmeg planters. the course re- 
calling events their home village Piet mentions the evil 
state old aristocratic family whose head had humili- 
ated the peasant Evert his youth and whose wealth 
and position had been lost colonial speculation. 
order avenge past humiliations and secure wife 
whom can flaunt his new position Evert commis- 
sions the unwilling Piet negotiate for the hand the 
veautiful Annabet van Goens. Only fter the negotia- 
tions have been completed successfully Piet discover 
ravaging illness has robbed Annabet her beauty, 
only pitiable wraith behind. But worldly 


mother insists upon the contract and, after the 
had been performed, Annabet, resolved 


“glov e ms irriage’ 
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compensate for her ugliness and the deception being 
good wife, sent Banda. Evert disgusted her 
ugliness and enraged the cheat practiced upon him. 
immediately leaves Banda short business trip 
but not before commissioning the mysterious Shal Ahmi 
rid him his unwanted bride. But Shal Ahmi, 
convinced that Annabet linked his own career, 
works almost miraculous restoration her beauty. 
Before Evert’s return Annabet nurses and together ‘with 
Shal Ahmi helps escape wounded young English- 
man, Christy Ayrton, who has been working with Evert 
and Shal Ahmi smuggling nutmeg break the Dutch 
monopoly. She falls love with Christy and, although 
the delighted Evert tries win her, their marriage de- 
teriorates continuously. When Evert receives news 
Dutch plan wipe out the nearby English bases 
surprise attack breaks off relations with the English 
burst selfish patriotism. Shal Ahmi, imprisoned 
trumped-up charge, persuades Annabet send warn- 
ing her lover, which warning, course, destroys the 
effectiveness the Dutch plans. Enraged her treachery 
and discovering the object her love Evert takes revenge 
bringing former native mistress take her place. 
the ensuing fighting the Dutch are ambushed 
beaten the English. the Dutch troops away 
slave revolt, instigated Shal Ahmi, breaks out 
Banda and although Evert successful the first skir- 
mish eventually killed and Shal Ahmi, offspring 
former native prince, takes over control the island. 
captures and promises send her Christy 
she will write two letters which hopes will prevent 
Dutch reoccupation. She writes the letters thereby secur- 
ing release women and children who had been held 
hostages. Then, knowing that the natives would help- 
less wit Shal Ahmi leader, she kills him 
expiate the evil she had caused her conduct and dies 
herself the hands enraged native 


The Silver Nutmeg gives early promise becoming 
readable and interesting story the manner the modern 
historical novel but that promise never quite fulfilled. 
The background historical material very sketchy and 
incomplete; the characters are but fuzzily drawn; only the 
bones the major plot are given; the story concen- 
trates Annabet and Evert, woman who wanted 
good wife but then fell love with another man, 
man who wanted beautiful wife for show but then 
became eager love her his own selfish and possessive 
way only find her inaccessible. There great deal 
somewhat confused mysticism semi-Catholic flavor 
and conclusion. The book does 
not seem unsuitable for adults but deserves great 
recommendation. 


Hough- 


Canby, Henry Seidel. American Memoir. 
ton, Mifflin. Aug. 19, 1947. 433p. $5.00. 


best American intellectual autobiographies, New- 
man’s Apologia the best 
Henry Adams. For wise and penetrating, well in- 
telligently affectionate, into America between 
1890 and the Dr. take its 
Remember Him and William Allen fine Auto- 
biography. Critic, teacher, editor, biographer Whitman 
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and Thoreau, Henry Seidel Canby has done his most 
memorable work the three linked volumes that make 
American Memoir. 

For American Memoir actually three different books, 
only one which, the third, here published for the first 
time. (And second reading, after considerable re- 
move time, one the acid tests survival value, 
the present reviewer can testify that parts one and two, 
their present slightly modified form, stand very well 
indeed; deep seated conviction that these volumes repre- 
sented some the best analytical writing the day has 
not been shaken the most miniscule degree.) The Age 
Confidence, which originally appeared 1934, 
“something more personal than history, and more reliable 
than romantic satiric fiction”, charmingly recreates Wil- 
mington, Delaware, the decades just before and after 
the turn the century when “for the last time living 
memory everyone knew exactly what meant 
American”. The second section, 1936’s Alma Mater, 
scrutinizes what Dr. Canby chooses the Gothic Age 
the American College before World War when col- 
lege life was still predominantly blithe trinity “town, 
gown, and sweater”, and when the Goliardic bohemianism 
Stover, Stalky, and the Student Prince had not yet 
become more than musical comedy stereotype. Part 
Three sociological and anecdotal history American 
literature between the wars. Dr. Canby especially good 
estimating the brief golden age the 1920’s when, for 
single decade, American letters enjoyed its second spring. 
One chapter here most plausible apology for the much 
disputed Club which for one, 
inclined accept its face value—at least for long 
Dr. Canby heads the board judges. 


Dr. Canby sums himself traditionalist and 
ditional optimist”. Only once there any suggestion 
shallow relativism his conditional optimism, when 
remarks that “spite two global wars our advance has 
been spectacular, and still possible say that our 
decline moral organization has been only 
That quavering whistle, like memory Carlyle’s 
bagpipes, past the graveyard Liberalism 
unworthy his Quaker wisdom. more neutral 
ground when, the same paragraph, catches the 
salmon progress his life this striking metaphor: 


The tiny river time which lived was splashed 
with little fish leaping toward freer later 
youth got into larger pool, the happy college life 
the turn the century, which thousands young 
Americans played being romantic and sometimes 
worked getting took years wriggle 
out that one, and when did, was into the shal- 
lows rather sterile scholarship. early middle 
age, the net circumstances caught out those 
waters and was thrown protesting into the big and 
brawling main stream. And later middle age 
swam with the rest world through rapids and 
toward what seemed cataracts ahead, and began 
remember more often and more tolerantly the green 
pastures and still wafers youth. 


For social historian 20th century America Dr. 
chary of: references Catholicism. did 
social objection and within his rights. leaves Catholi- 
cism out his trenchant anatomization American re- 


Weekley 


ligious life the Age Confidence—a prudent 
surely, since, remarks, was constrained 
the Roman Catholics aside, knowing nothing 
problems, which seemed foreigners presumably re. 
duced the single problem being Catholic 
such was our religious later 
tion the effect that not “even Catholicism has made 
caste the United States” might indicate 
measure defect sympathy. also 
briefly what now critical commonplace, the 
Catholic quality rebours Joyce’s There 
nothing find fault with here any degree; but the 
same can not said his blaming the anomalies 
Boston censorship upon “unnatural alliance 
puritanical Catholic Irish and the remnants 
genteel Voto, Dr. Canby’s successor 
the editorship the Saturday Review 
scotched that canard (French for Irish bull, 
may permitted pun) once and for all, one 
have Irish everywhere tend 
perhaps, whether Boston, Belfast, Dublin, wher 
Mr. Valera’s five Gilbertian addlepates blacklist 
But, far Boston concerned, th: 
Watch and Ward Society which cartoonist 
such amusing sport purely Pilgrim Father show 
deep-dyed Apley the Athenaeum. 

The foregoing paragraph aimed straight the special 
interest the readers Best Sellers. intended 
serious stricture the book’s sheer excellence, would 
flagrant case straining gnat. Dr. Canby one 


the great editors our age, and American Memoir 


his best book. 1947 not likely produce anything 
important rewarding. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Weekley, William. The Ledger Lying Dog 


Mr. Weekley has given not only readable story 
also one the more intriguing titles modern fiction 
Lying Dog not Indian business man you might 
suspect nor mendacious canine; rather sub 
tropical island the South Pacific and the ledger 
out diary shorthand, relating the adventures 
Henry Colby cast away for some months the island 
The story curious blending DeFoe, Stevenson, Verne 
and Horatio Alger. Written quaintly stilted 
reticent style which attracts the reader who can 
the first symptoms horedom, the hook tells the 
group castaways, their ultimate escape and their 
adventures. 

Because schoolmasterish and pedantic young 
Colby’s desire see the spot where modern 
Crusoe had lived the brig Quail, which was 
collect information for his projected Geography 
Australasia, sailed out the usual course sight 
island Lying Dog, named because its shape. 
afire through the carelessness Dandy, the new 
the brig burned and was abandoned the survivors 
made their way the island where, for many years 
his death, recluse, named Collins, had 
mourning the memory his departed wife. sur 


vivors included the mate Dandy, and two 
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and Scrubby, who had recently joined the Quail 
hody and under suspicious circumstances, having some 
mysterious purpose view. Add those three Florrie, 
the Captain’s widow, Frank, another sailor, Soupbone, 
native cook, Henry Colby, young, naive and impression- 
able, and the role completed. 

Rum and simple lust led the violent deaths Florrie 
and Frank; Colby fearing for his life the hands the 
mate and the other three fled the opposite side the 
playing hide and seek with his pursuers for several 
days. the best Robinson Crusoe manner collected 
supplies and equipment from Collins’ bungalow, the 
wreck the Quail and from the natural food supplies 
the Almost killed Soupbone, who died 
the attempt, Henry suddenly recollected hearing that 
Collins had spoken islands rather than just island and 
clever deduction located Collins’ real headquarters 
another small island some thirty miles away from Lying 
Dog. There found valuable cache supplies and 
equipment. There also marooned Dandy and Scrubby 
after they had discovered his hideaway while burying 
trick Colby who then makes pact with Dandy where- 
they can attempt sail back the inhabited world. 


their return voyage progresses Dandy’s real goal comes 
had been striving reach the new Aus- 
tralian goldfields. persuaded join him and 
they recruit party which goes Ballarat and 
Bendigo where they enjoy moderate success before retiring. 
Australia Henry meets young Bella Collins, daughter 
the old recluse, anxious learn her father’s fate. 
They married and returned Lying Dog for their honey- 
moon where the account ends abruptly leaving their fate 
and uncertain. All the appeal this book 
les the style which major departure from the 
realism modern fiction. quaint, 
reminiscent earlier writers and sufficiently different 
hold the attention interested reader. The book 
for adults and can recommended entertain- 
ment reading. 


s s 


Rogers Agnes and Allen Frederick. Remember Dis- 
Harper. Sept. 256p. $5.00. 


American civilization, American life and 
manners are penned pictures this album, the latest 
fom Rogers and Allen. the former due the com- 
representative photographs, cartoons and dia- 
grams, while Editor Frederick Lewis Allen Harper’s 
Magazine supplies the script. the illustrations some 
are novel, other unimportant, some excellent, all curious. 
Public figures, national heroes, sports, 
current affairs and scientific progress are some the 
topics covered this medley. Clothes and fashions are 
recalled from the pages Altman’s Catalogue, while the 
story the automobile traced from the high-carriaged 
“puddle-jumper” the low streamliner. 


The purpose this pictorial anthology general enter- 
and text and illustrations are geared this end. 
There nothing profound; pretense made com- 
the embers memory and makes the past instructive 
and delightful part the present. 

Joseph Rock, 

University Scranton 


Rogers Vann 
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Vann, Gerald. Saint Thomas Aquinas. 
July 30, 1947. xxv, 185p. $3.00. 


The manuscript the present book was completed 
owing the outbreak the Second World 
War and the chaotic conditions prevailing since the end 
hostilities the publication was delayed until few weeks 
ago. Catholic scholars, clerical and lay, have come 
realize the importance and influence St. Thomas, espe- 
cially since Pope Leo XIII wrote his famous encyclical 
Scholasticism, Aeterni Patris, But, Dr. Hart 
the Catholic University stresses foreword, the 
prejudices against Scholasticism, dating from the time 
the Renaissance and the Reformation, have not entirely 
disappeared non-Catholic circles. this latter group 
that Father Vann hopes reach. wants make 
them realize that the rejection Thomistic principles 
mainly responsible for the disasters that have overtaken 
the world this twentieth century. 

the Introduction brings out clearly the characteristic 
differences between the East and the West using illus- 
trators the two women the Gospel, Mary and Martha. 
The Easterners, like Mary, have ever been inclined 
speculation, while the Westeners, like Martha, prefer the 
active life. One the tragedies history has been that 
these two groups have grown further and further apart. 
the West contemplation and metaphysics are now held 
low esteem. There therefore need return re- 
ligion and sound philosophy, well synthesis 
integration all that best the thought and culture 
the East and the West. 


The opening chapter, “Thomas the Man”, shows how 
birth, education, and environment the saint was ideally 
fitted for effecting such synthesis. was that rare 
combination man contemplation, and man 
action, philosopher well saint. The thirty-four 
volumes, that wrote during his short lifetime, for 
was only forty-nine years old when died, are elo- 
quent tribute his search after truth and his zeal 
transmitting others. After discussion the per- 
sonality St. Thomas there follows naturally account 
the period which lived. The author here gives 
resume the history Scholasticism the period 
immediately before and during the lifetime the saint. 
Particular emphasis placed upon St. Anselm, the 
Arabian commentators Aristotle, and the mystical the- 
ology the and his followers. 
reconcile these divergent cross-currents was means 
easy. was not sufficient merely take few doctrines, 
peculiar the East, and then explain them language 
that Westerner could readily grasp. was rather 
question spiritual permeation, the adoption spir- 
itual attitude, temper mind” (p. 100). was 
this difficult task that St. Thomas applied himself. 


The third chapter the work St. Thomas the 
longest and best the book. brings out clearly that 
the saint was familiar with almost everything worthwhile 
the writings the Fathers well the pagan phil- 
osophers, and knew how use this knowledge the 
best advantage. points out how championed the 
distinction between reason and revelation, 
beyond the shadow doubt that the two sciences, 
though independent each other, can never con- 
tradiction. Other men, since the time Clement 
Alexandria the third century, had attempted 
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this, but one had succeeded until St. Thomas. Finally 
this section contains splendid summary the doctrines 
and methods the saint, especially the Summa Theo- 
logica, for all his vast literary output can grouped 
about this masterpiece, and gives fuller understanding 
its teachings. 


The concluding chapter “Thomism Today” makes 
realize that this 13th century philosopher and saint can 
help settling many our present-day problems. 
This does not mean course that must reject the 
undeniable progress that has been made during the past 
700 years, nor that there will further need 
thought once St. Thomas has been accorded his 
place philosophy and theology. All means that 
when his principles have been understood, then men can 
make further progress without any danger sterility. 


Father Vann’s style little heavy places 
paragraphs often run two more This will 
naturally prevent his book from becoming best seller, 


but one who reads carefully will amply rewarded. 


non-Catholic. There only one minor criticism the 
book. The author should have revised his last 
fit with present conditions. For example, when 
wrote before the outbreak the Second World War, 
Nazism was the zenith its power Germany, while 
today defunct and discredited. While this book 
Father Vann was well aware, eight years ago, the evils 
Communism, did not realize, few could 
the time, how quickly Communism was spread through- 
out the world and face the Catholic Church, which 
St. Thomas was the outstanding exponent, with the 
gravest menace her centuries-old history. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 


Ephrata, Pennsylvania 


Reilly, Michael Reilly the White House, 
Michael Reilly told William Slocum. 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 1947. 248p. $3.00. 


This natural successor Starling the White House 
(Best Sellers, 6:7, Apr. 1946), both content and 
manner recital. head the White House Secret 
Service detail became Mike Reilly’s difficult duty 
protect President Roosevelt during the war, task rendered 
particularly uneasy the series “Big Three” confer- 
ences. Each these required most careful planning, 
e.g., for the Teheran meeting Mike travelled 41,216 miles 
the chief’s From Pearl Harbor through the 
death F.D.R. the narrative takes behind the scenes 
although there are revelations that will appear the 
standard histories the American republic. There 
good but brief account the need for the S.S. White 
House staff, the history presidential assassinations, 
fairly thorough description methods employed for pro- 
tecting F.D.R. during World War when danger was 
and twenty-four hour day basis, and 
account presidential election campaigns. Contrary 
the first news stories the President “did not collapse while 
posing” for the picture Mrs. Elizabeth Shoumatoff but 
slumped forward shortly after the table. 


Messrs. Reilly and Slocum have woven 
though not too valuable design. profane ex- 
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pression ascribed the President (p. 197) there Crum, 
objectionable and seems suitable for general reading, 1947. 
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Ryan, John and Benard, Edmond Darvil. 

° D’ rcy, 

can Essays for the Newman Centennial. Washing} 
ton, Catholic University America Press, 1947 Davis, 

244p. $3.50. Dean, 
Tastefully printed excellent paper and skillfully 
under the direction two Catholic University Dever, 
this symposium re-emphasizes the value Devereu: 
thought and personal example who are 
the second century following his conversion. 
“most consoling intelligence” that the great leader Dodge, 
Oxford Movement should attain, diligent thought 
prayer, true home Rome. means Duckett, 
chosen essays, originally scattered throughout the 
America, The American Ecclesiastical Review, Duncan, 

logical Studies, Thought, and The Catholic 

Eckert, 

view, Monsignor Ryan and Father Benard have 1947 


structed the life and achievements the great 


Edgley, 


Editors 


find encomia; that the editors have not hesitated 4947 
clude essay “Newman and Papal Infallibility” Edman, 
which the Reverend Joseph Clifford Fenton discusses “th 
Among the attributes this collection are 
page select bibliography and five page index. 
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